
 

February 15, 2010 
NEW KEMI INTERNS 

 
Another season finds another group of  Kentucky Equine Management Intern students eagerly ready 
to begin their tour of duty at Margaux Farm for the next six months.  As usual we have a varied 
group of hard working ladies. This season our KEMI’s are Margaux Thomas, Amber Lynn Van 
Wiebe and Brianne Sharp.  

Margaux is originally from South Africa, but has lived in Italy for the last 15 
years.  She graduated from the Royal College of Agriculture in England where 
she majored in International Agriculture and Equine Business Management. 
She is unsure of her career goals now, except that they will be centered around 
horses. 
Brianne hails from Harrison, Arkansas.  She graduated with an economics 

major and a minor in equine science.  Brianne had not had much interest in horses until she saw the 
Belmont  Stakes Race when she was 16.  From then on she has become fanatical about racing.  It is 
not hard to believe that Brianne’s career goals center around racing and the pedigree analysis of the 
thoroughbred. 

Amber is from Canada, where she has worked at Highfield Stock Farm in Calgary 
Alberta for the last six months.  She is a graduate of Olds College in Canada.  Her career 
goals include horse farm management in Canada. 
        Linda 
 

      
WINTER WEATHER GRIPS THE BLUE GRASS 

 
Just as in most parts of the country, winter has made it’s presence known 
throughout the central Kentucky area.  We have had a mixture of snow, rain and 
bitterly cold winds.  We are taking precautions to see that the weather does not 
stress our all important charges, the horses.      
       Linda 

The following is what Steve had to say about this winter weather and the horses: 
Cold weather generally does not bother a horse, particularly as much as hot weather does.  In the 
winter we subscribe to two general rules:  

1) All horses must have free-choice hay at all times. 
2) The inside of the barn needs to be the same temperature inside as the temperature is outside. 

 
The continual digestion of long stemmed fiber (i.e. hay) keeps horses warm as well as being the 
main defense from colic.  Twice a day we are haying outside, and, of course, the night watch man is 
always carrying hay with him to insure horses in the barns do not run out of hay. 
 
Stockmen have known for years that whenever we bring livestock in to poorly ventilated barns that 
are warmer than the outside temperature, respiratory problems are significantly increased.  In fact, 
we don’t generally have winter respiratory problems – most of our respiratory issues are in the  
warm months. 

Margaux Thomas, Brianne Sharp 

Amber Lynn Van Wiebe 



 What has made our lives so much easier this winter are the new waterers we have 
been gradually installing over the last few years.   We have replaced the old 
cumbersome waterers with Varner Waterers which utilizes geothermal heating, well-
insulated bases, and low wattage heaters.  Not only are they very energy efficient, but 
also, they always work.  They have adjustable valves that allow us to increase the 
amount of water in the bowl according to the time of year, and the internal 

mechanisms are extremely simple – controlled by the same type of valve that goes inside most toilet 
bowls, and anyone can buy these valves at any hardware store. 
 
The problem with these waterers, however, is that they are expensive.  Nonetheless, the benefits far 
out weigh the negatives.  I tell all of the new KEMI’s that they should appreciate how easy it is now 
to insure that our horses have water, because it wasn’t  that long ago that the old ones were either 
leaking, frozen, or broken. All of us were hauling water in the water wagon to tanks that we had to 
set up in the fields.  So far this year, we haven’t had to even touch the water wagon. 
            Steve  
                                                                                                        
                             

MARGAUX GRADUATES 
 

METRO DEVIL f ’06 Devil His Due / Metromania won  at OP on 
February 5.  The filly was foaled at Margaux where her sire remains 
at stud.  Congratulations to owners Dr. Leon Kircik, Guy and Cynthia 
Webster, Dr. Louis and Judy Hersh, Robert Hill, Mary Jane Hoben, 
Alan Glazman, Jeff Danford, Mike Lauer & Margaux Farm. 
 
 

 
 

AKEELA f ’07 Kela / Jessica was a close 2nd at SA on January 27.  The filly 
was foaled at Margaux where the sire is at stud and the dam remains and is 
again in foal to Kela.  This filly is one to watch! 
 
 
 
FLUID GRACE f ’06 Jump Start / I Had To Laugh by Lo uis Quatorze 
won at TAM on January 31st. The filly was foaled at Margaux Farm. 
Congratulations to breeders Margaux Farm. 
 
 
 
               OTHER RACING NEWS 

 
KELA’S CAJUN g ’07 Kela / Waquoit’s Maddy won at DED on January 30. 

 
DEVILISH BERTIE g ’06 Devil His Due / Boom Boom Bertie won at FG on February 7. 
 
PREMIER EDGE f ’06 The Cliff’s Edge / Premier Jane won at SUN on February 6. 
 



BIGLIE SMALLWOOD g ’04 Meadowlake / Spritz by Relau nch won at FG on February 1.  
Spritz continues to reside at Margaux where she is in foal to Johar with a pending foal date of March 
8.  She is owned by Mr. Al Graziani and Mr. Joe Russell. 
 
DEVILISHAMEYE f ’06 Devil His Due / Shambidextress won at AQU on January 31. 
 
TARVA m ’04 Petionville / Banbury Fair won at TAM on January 30. 
 
FOUR PAWS m ’05 Petionville / Forest Cat by Storm Cat won at TP on January 31st.  The 
breeder is Everest Stables. 
 
BAD BOY g ’04 Petionville / Boot Um Bertie won at SA on February 4th.  The breeder is Everest 
Stable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Coming Events 
              
March 2…………………… Fasig-Tipton/ Calder Select Two Year Old 
     in Training Sale 
        
April 2 – 23……………….. Keeneland Spring Meet 
 
April 5…………………….. Keeneland Two Year Olds in Training 
     Sale 
     
April 24……………………  Opening Day for Churchill Downs  
  
May 1……………………    136th running of the Kentucky Derby 
 
 


