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Margaux Farm Works To Support Area Colostrum Bank… 
 

Thanks to the efforts of Margaux Farm manager, Kat Cerny and night foaling manager, Michelle Harmon, Margaux 
donated more colostrum to the Kentucky Thoroughbred Farm Managers Club’s Colostrum Bank than any other 
participating farm in 2007.  For this effort Kat was awarded a $100 gift certificate to Portofina’s, which she gave to 
Michelle. 
 
Why is it important to have collected colostrum supplies available?  Humans produce collostrum and so do horses.  
However, in the equine world, unlike humans, the foal comes into the world with no immune system.  Thus, he needs 

to absorb the vital immunoglobulins present in the mare’s colostrum within the first 12 hours 
of life. Many factors can be responsible for the foal’s need for collected colostrum.  
“Sometimes the mare leaks out her colostrum prior to foaling. Or her milk fails to come in at 
all,” noted Kat Cerny.  “There is also the possibility that the colostrum is not good quality,” 
continued Kat.  One final scenario is that the mare’s blood is not compatible with the foal’s, 
making the colostrum negative NI and not suitable to be ingested.  Immediately after foaling 

Kat or Michelle analyzes the colostrum with a portable instrument called a refractometer.  Only a few drops are 
needed to determine the quality of the colostrum and if it is suitable for donation and ingestion by the foal. 
 
It’s imperative that all horse owners realize how important it is to maintain adequate supplies in the “Colostrum 
Bank,” stated Steve Johnson.  “Having an area “Colostrum Bank” helps us all.  Not only are we assured of a 
colostrum supply should an emergency arise, but we are assured that it has been thoroughly tested.” Steve continued.  
“In addition, all monies collected through the sale of the colostrum is donated to the Kentucky Riding for Hope 
program.” Steve added. (This is a therapeutic riding program for handicapped children and adults located at the 
Kentucky Horse Park.) 
 
“We are here to see that the foals are given the best opportunity for a healthy start and that begins with making sure 
that each foal ingests “good” colostrum,” Kat finished. 

                                                                                                                                            

Trapper Mark Is On The Job 
 
You may often find Mark Altizer at Margaux Farm setting a trap.  Mark is Margaux’s wildlife 
control “warden”.  Raccoons, skunks, opossums and coyotes might be cute, but they don’t belong 
on a horse farm.  These “cute” animals can transmit rabies and distemper, salmnonella, 
leptospirosis and equine protozoal myelitis(EPM).  “It is rare that a horse would become infected 
from these animals, but you don’t want to take a chance,”  “The larger the wildlife population, 
the more problems they can present,” Mark stated.  In addition, wood chucks and ground hogs, if 

allowed to run rampant, can burrow holes in the pastures, which can lead to horse injuries.  Mark provides a humane 
and valuable service for all conscientious horse owners.  Thanks to the control measures that Marguax Farm has in 
place to counteract the threat of the above pathogens, our horses enjoy a healthy and safe environment. 
 

 



KENTUCKY BREEDERS’ INCENTIVE FUND CHECKS ARE IN THE MAIL….  

The KBIF operating through the Kentucky Horse Racing Authority has $19,220,007 earmarked to be dispersed to 
breeders’ in the next few weeks.  This represents a 2% increase over the amount of awards for the previous year.  The 
thoroughbred breeders’ will receive approximately $15,000,000 of the total amount. These awards are funded totally 
by the 6 % sales tax on stud fees. 
 
This program requires that a mare has residency in Kentucky from the time of mating to a registered Kentucky 
stallion until foaling.  The amount of the award monies to individual breeders are based on a percentage of the purse 
money that the foals win.  The different race components are as follows: 

·  Kentucky First Component- maiden special weight, allowance and stakes races in Kentucky.  Breeders 
receive 25% of purse with a maximum of $10,000. 

·  National Component- maiden and allowance races of 2,3, and 4 year olds in other states. Breeders 
receive 10% of purse with a maximum of $10,000. 

·  Kentucky Grade I Component- all Grade I stakes races  run in Kentucky. 
Kentucky Derby and Kentucky Oaks winning breeders will receive $100,000 each.  All other Kentucky 
Grade I stakes race winning breeders will receive $25,000. 

·  National Grade I Stakes Component- Kentucky Grade I Stakes races held in other states. The winning 
breeder receives $2500. 

·  Kentucky Claiming Title Component- Kentucky claiming race winners in Kentucky. The horse with 
the highest claiming earnings at each of the Kentucky tracks, Churchill Down, Keeneland, Turfway or 
Ellis Park is given an award amount.  Also an award is given to the breeders of the top three horses 
with the most claiming earnings.  The total amount of this award is $200,000. 

·  Breeders’ Cup races are excluded. 
 

The deadline to register mares is August 1 of the year of their cover. 
 
For more information and to download filing forms go to the Kentucky Horse Racing Authority’s website at 
www.khra.ky.gov. 
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Coming Events 
 

Mar. 18-19 …  OBS Sales 
 
April 4 -25……Keeneland  
                           Spring Race    
                           Schedule  
 
April 8 -9……..Keeneland    
                           2YO in 
           training sale 
 
April 26-Jul. 6..Churchill  
                           Downs Race 
            schedule 
 
May 3………....Kentucky    
                           Derby 


