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February 10, 2012 

A HORSE OF A DIFFERENT COLOR 
�
What color horse do you get when you mate a dark bay/ brown Thoroughbred with a chestnut 
Thoroughbred?.....  On very rare occasions you get an all-white foal.   
 
In 1963 Patchen Wilkes Farm in Lexington crossed Ky. Colonel, a dark brown/ bay stallion 
with Filly  O’Mine, a chestnut mare, and produced just such a white 
foal.  The filly named White Beauty, the matriarch of a long lineage 
of rare white thoroughbred foals that  continues today.   
 
The Jockey Club Registry had no ‘white’color  category and they 
were reluctant to add one.  After much discussion with Mr. 
Goodpaster, the manager of Patchen-Wilkes Farm and the owner of 
White Beauty, The Jockey Club���������	��
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Today The Jockey Club has 125 registered white Thoroughbreds. 
 
White Beauty went on to a racing career with some success.  But her greatest successes were in 
the breeding shed, where she produced three colts and three fillies.  Of these six, four were 
white, one filly was dark bay/ brown and one colt was chestnut. A colt that she foaled in 1976, 
Vinnie Redberry,  by Tudor Grey, was a stakes winner. 
These fillies and colts have gone on to produce more white foals.   
One of White Beauty’s great, great granddaughters, Patchen Beauty was bred to Margaux 
Farm’s dark brown stallion, DEVIL  HIS DUE in 2007. This union produced a white colt, 
WHITE PRINCE , in 2008.  WHITE PRINCE  went through the Keeneland Sale Ring as a 
yearling.  He currently has a job at the Kentucky Horse Park where he is a member of the 
Breeds Barn and participates in the Parade of Breeds.    

Linda 
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BOY, THAT WATER’S GOOD! 
 

One of the fond memories that I have of visiting my grandparent’s farm as a kid was cranking a 
bucket into their stone well and with much effort cranking back up the best water I had ever 
tasted.  The cool water didn’t taste like the water that came out of the tap.  Somehow it was 
much colder and tasted better than kool aid.  Maybe drinking it out of the communal dipper also 
made it taste better. 
 
Margaux Farm also has a well. As a matter of fact, the farm has six wells spread over various 
locations on the 325 acre property.  They supply the houses, barns, outbuildings and the horse 
waterers. The wells aren’t stone and we don’t lower a bucket into them, nor do we drink out of a 
communal dipper.  But it is still well water that has been plumbed to come out of the faucets 
and waterers.   
 
The majority of the rain that falls on central Kentucky works its way into the underlying 
sedimentary limestone formations and these waters contain more calcium than anywhere else in 
the world. This calcium leaches into the well water.  Steve Johnson has long espoused the 
health benefits of our well water.  A few decades ago, when tobacco and hemp were the big 
crops in central Kentucky, limestone was responsible for big, healthy tobacco plants that 
produced strong nicotine.  Now many of the tobacco farms have been replaced by 
Thoroughbred farms.  The limestone is doing for horses what it did for the tobacco 
plants…making them strong.  The combination of the rich grasses, well water and 
knowledgeable staff goes a long way toward making horses healthy and happy.     
        
           Linda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Main HouseWell 
 
 
            
           Margaux Map Indicates Wells in Colored Circles       
 Each Well Serves A Different Colored Area of the Farm�
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WATER QUALITY�
 
Linda chooses such good topics for the newsletters, I have trouble refraining from chiming in 
on most of the articles, but the article on our farm water system is too near and dear to me to not 
add a couple of points:   
 

·  Because Margaux is surrounded on 3 sides by the Elkhorn Creek we have no chemical or 
toxic contamination with runoff from any of our neighbors.   I do not use chemicals on 
our fields, and the only fertilizers I use are either our ‘organic’ muck, or every year we 
may need to apply lime to keep the pH levels around 6.6 – 6.9, so we have virtually no 
contaminates even close to our fields.   

·  The point of addressing this aspect of our water quality is when we do our routine 
quarterly water tests on the wells, the Versailles lab keeps asking me, “…what are you 
worried about – you know the city of Versailles would kill to have water tests come back 
this good…”  Point is, the source of our water is rain water, and we have the best filter 
system known – Maury silt loam soil, and we have no contaminates, … although I do 
confess to slipping out behind a tree every so often…. 

 
The above points reflect the purity and cleanliness of the water - we will address the REAL 
benefit of the limestone water AND the effectiveness of the Margaux well system in the future	�
� � � � � � � � � � �
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While I’ve only been here at Margaux for three short weeks, I can honestly say that I 
have loved every minute so far!  From feedings and vet work in the morning to evening 
foaling’s I have learned so much already.  As I enjoy reproduction quite a lot, I will 
admit that so far assisting with the foaling’s has been a lot of fun for me as well as 
generally working with the foals.  So far we have six adorable little fillies, and now I 
am anxiously waiting for a little colt to come along and join the girls.  Based on my 
experience here so far I can say that I am beyond satisfied with everyone and 
everything.  I not only enjoy the people I am working with, but can honestly say that I 
look forward to coming to work each morning.  I cannot wait to see what else the rest of 
this internship brings! 
         By: Liz Schroepfer 
                KEMI intern 
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ictures courtesy of The Horse.com 
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When it comes to early thoroughbred training, one of the most important aspects is gate 
training. We have all seen horses scratched in the gate time after time, and nothing is less 
attractive to the general public than watching a horse being forced into the starting gate against 
their will. Not only does this look bad to the public, but it puts all involved in a dangerous 
situation. Anxious horses could panic causing them to break out of the gate prematurely or rear 
in the gate, putting themselves, the jockey, and the assistant starters in a dangerous position   
 
As important as gate training is, there are a lot of questions left unanswered when it comes to 
properly training a horse in the starting gate. The most important factor is patience; you have to 
give the horse a chance to think about what they are being asked to do. We start by walking the 
training horses through the gate after daily workouts until they are comfortable enough with the 
gate to take the next step. This comes with a lot of encouragement along the way in the form of 
patting on the neck and rubbing the head. It is important to let the horse know they are doing 
what you want and that they are doing a good job.  
 
Early gate training is very similar to putting a horse on a trailer for the first time. You can get a 
horse to load onto a trailer on their own free will, or you can force them in. By forcing them in, 
you are teaching them that it is your job to load them onto the trailer, and you will continually 
have to force them in. As we all know, with horses, the harder you pull the more they resist. If 
you take the time to let the horse learn to load, they will be willing and eventually load without 
hesitation. This can all be applied to gate training; you want a horse to be comfortable enough 
in the gate that they will load without hesitation. 
 
 Once the horses are comfortable with the gate, we will add the next step. This could be shutting 
the front doors, enclosing the horse, riding through the gate, riding in and closing the doors, etc. 
When adding all of these factors, we make sure the horse knows what we are asking them to do 
every time. It is a huge advantage to do starting gate work on the farm where we can spend 
extra time on a horse when they need it. We have seen great results from Gene’s training 
methods, and next time you watch a Margaux graduate in a race, pay extra attention to how they 
load in the gate.            �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � ��������������������
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MARGAUX FARM IS PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE KENTUCKY PROUD 
PROGRAM 

�
The Kentucky Proud Program is the Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s means of promoting 
Kentucky grown, raised, harvested and produced products.  And while Kentucky Horse Farms 
produce the most well-known Kentucky crop in the world, until recently Thoroughbreds were 
not considered part of Kentucky’s agricultural bounty. 
 
Many Kentuckians have worked for years to encourage the State Agricultural Department to 
recognize horses as an agricultural product.  Their hard work has paid off.  This past October 
the Kentucky Department of Agriculture declared Kentucky horses an agricultural product and 
as such, equine owners can apply for membership in the Kentucky Proud Program. 
 
What does this mean to the thoroughbred industry?  
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This small step has opened the door toward the industry’s next goal…the recognition of 
Kentucky horses as livestock.  Classifying horses as agricultural livestock would exempt horse 
farms from the 6 per cent sales tax charged on feed and supplies resulting in a substantial 
savings to all owners and breeders.       
 
For more information please go to www.kyproud.com.    Linda 
 
�
Two of Margaux‘s 
Kentucky Proud 
Products 
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Preventing Cold-Weather Colic 
 

In a recent article posted on TheHorse.com, the top two factors for winter colic are identified, 
and methods of dealing with them are presented by contributing veterinarian Scott Leibsle, 
DVM. 

A  lack of fresh water is the number one cause—horses need between 10-12 gallons daily, and 
when waterers or buckets freeze over, dehydration can quickly set in.  Extreme cold 
temperatures are the other main risk factor.  As long as they have a full hair coat, most horses 
should be able to stay warm on the coldest days, as long as they are able to remain dry—access 
to shelter is also important.   

Ensuring 24-hour access to forage is imperative—the fermentation process used to digest hay 
generates heat (concentrate does not share this benefit) that helps to maintain body temperature.     
As the article cautions, “Seek the advice of a qualified veterinarian before proceeding with any 
diagnosis, treatment, or therapy.” 
Do you have anything you do with your horse(s) to ensure a safe winter season?  Do you think 
this article covered everything?  Let us know your thoughts! 
-                       Dayn  

 
Source: http://www.thehorse.com/Print.aspx?ID=19407 

 
MARGAUX GRADUATES 

 
GOODNESSGRACIOUSME f’08 by Kela out of 
Wimpy Skippy won $42,000 ALW at OP on February 
9th. The filly was bred, foaled, raised and started at 
Margaux Farm.  Congratulations to owners 
Karin and Norb Paulin, Mike Lauer and Margaux Farm. 

 
 

 
CRYPTOLOGIST f’08 
by Alderbaran out of 

Crypto’s Wild by Cryptoclearance won  at BEU on February 
7th at BEU.  She also won at BEU on January 17 and January 
24th.  The filly was bred, foaled, raised and started at Margaux 
Farm.  Congratulations to breeders Candace Young, Patsy Jarvis 
and Steve Johnson. 
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PHANTOM FURYg’09 by Devil His Due out of Beautiful 
Vision was 2nd in the WEBN Stakes at Turfway Park on 
February 4th.  The gelding was bred, foaled, raised and started 
at Margaux Farm.  Congratulations to owners, Smokey Barre 
and Ira Mersack. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SEEKING SOLACE g’08 by Seeking the Gold out of 
Solvig won at SA on February 5th.  The gelding was bred, 
foaled, raised and started at Margaux Farm.  Congratulations 
to breeders Adrian and Dave Munro and Margaux Farm. 
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OTHER RACING NEWS 
 
HOSTILE REACTION m’06 by Devil His Due out of Storm Reaction at LA on January 
27th. 
 
JAGGED EDGE g’07 by The Cliff’s Edge out of Pennies won at HOU on January 27th. 
 
THE BERRY EDGE g’06 by The Cliff’s Edge out of Strawberry Lady won at TP on 
January 28th. 
 
SHRADED EDGE g’07 by The Cliff’s Edge out of Sweet Sarah won at OP on January 29th. 
 
EDGE AHEAD G’08 by The Cliff’s Edge out of Desirable Moment won at GP on January 
25th. 
 
 
 

 


